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. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA)OF
-~ RAYONG PROVINCE AND REVISION OF THAI DRAFT SEA-

INTRODUCTION

The Thai Subcommittee on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), under the National Committee
on Sustainable Development, has made recommendations to the Thai Government and prepared
draft guidelines to promote the systematic use of the SEA as part of planning for major
developments within Thailand. In support of those recommendations, and to test and pilot

their implementation, the SEA Subcommittee has proposed the preparation of an SEA pilot

project, which is the basis of this Technical Assistance (TA). The pilot project will focus on
Rayong Province, situated within the East Coast River Basin (ECRB) and Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC). The SEA would also assess the effects of upstream development activities
in the Khlong Yai and Presae river basins on economic, social and environmental conditions
within the Province.

The SEA pilot project builds upon work completed under TA 9204 — Strengthening Integrated
Water Resources Management and Planning at the River Basin Level, funded by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB). ICEM — International Centre for Environmental Management — is
contracted with ADB through the end of July 2019 and will implement the project in collaboration
with the Thai National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).

Study area boundary (Rayong Province), including current land-use, identified Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) route, and existing
infrastructure located within and beyond the Rayong Province boundary

This TA will demonstrate SEA as a key strategic planning tool in complex regional and coastal development
contexts and will inform the review and completion of the draft SEA guidelines. The pilot SEA will give special
emphasis to recognized challenges in Rayong Province, including rapid industrial development and population
growth, water resource constraints, and environmental degradation and pollution. Rayong Province has
received significant attention regarding policy development, investment and economic growth across a broad
range of sectors, and increased industrial development is expected as part of the EEC program. The SEA
will contribute to sustainability in planning at various levels, including addressing development within the
context of EEC implementation programs; existing planning processes at national, provincial, and community

levels; and key sector or thematic plans.
a
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BROAD PROJECT DBJECTIVES
& Demonstrate best pracices in SEA for area wide integrated development
planning
@} Review the SEA guidelines prepared by the Thai National Subcommittee
ONSEA" baEpe
@ Develop a training module to be delivered by NESDC based on the SEA
 processes and reports g 5

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) STEPS

SEAs are a development planning tool aimed at ensuring that environmental, social, and economic aspects
of sustainability are considered systematically in policies and plans, and are implemented to address broad
strategic issues early in the planning process. The pilot SEA under this TA will follow four main SEA stages, with
each of the stages addressing socio-economic and environmental concerns within Rayong Province.

Sustainability
Framework

- ANALYZING AGAINST  MITIGATION OPTIONS FOR AVOIDANGE
SUSTAINABLITY OBECTIVES ~ OF UNWANTEDIMPACTS

KEY QUTPUTS

o Baseline assessment of past trends and status of economic activities, demographics and social issues,
and environmental and natural resource issues. The baseline assessment will include documentation
of past extreme natural events such as flooding, droughts, landslides, coastal erosion and subsidence

and an analysis of climate change projections and anticipated hot spots;

Impact assessment exploring the implications of (i) a business as usual (BAU) development scenario
o under the current Rayong Provincial Development Plan, and (ii) a sustainable development trajectory.
The analysis assumes that the BAU scenario will consist of all currently proposed and identified
development projects over the next 30 years, while the sustainable development
trajectory will assume ecological processes within the province are maintained or
enhanced and social values and concerns are accounted for;

Mitigation options developed based on findings in the baseline and impact

e assessments, preparation of a sustainable development framework (SDF) which
balances economic development and protection of key environmental and social
functions and values; and

Lessons learned workshop and SEA training modules which capture the pilot SEA
o experience as an input to the Thai National Subcommittee’s SEA guidelines and provide

concrete materials for training Thai nationals to conduct SEAs and integrate results into planning

processes. _ TR S
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